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PRESS INFORMATION 

Nature in Salzburg City 
As the birthplace of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, as the stage for the Salzburg Festival and as the shooting location for “The Sound of Music”, Salzburg is world famous. If you take a closer look, you see the perfect harmony of nature and culture, nestled amid the magnificent panorama of the surrounding mountains. The historical district, declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO, is an exquisite baroque jewel, raised to perfection by its beautiful green setting. 

A stroll through this city on the Salzach, encircled by the Mönchsberg, Festungsberg and Kapuzinerberg mountains, allows you to breathe history while encountering “green” surprises practically around every corner.

Culture meets Nature in Salzburg

The city of Salzburg sets aside plenty of space for Mother Nature. Glorious gardens and parks let visitors enjoy the sunshine and life itself. Particularly popular: Mirabell Gardens, the Volksgarten, Hellbrunner Allee and Hellbrunn Park, Furtwängler Park in the Festival District, as well as the green banks of the River Salzach. Furthermore, Salzburg is one of the most cyclist-friendly cities in Austria, offering an outstanding network of bike paths via which you can easily explore the countless sights in and around Salzburg. For example, you can combine a bit of outdoor exercise with a visit to Schloss Leopoldskron and the Leopoldskroner Weiher, to the Aigner Park, or to Schloss Hellbrunn with its extensive pleasure gardens. 

Mönchsberg and Festungsberg
Named after the monks of St. Peter’s Abbey, the extended ridgeline of the Mönchsberg shapes the skyline of the Salzburg old town.  With its many lookout points, its historic defenses, the old palaces and villas, and not least with its interplay between meadows and forests within a relatively confined area, the mountain is a very popular recreation area for the locals especially. 
A devastating rockslide which occurred in 1668 south of the Klausentor gate, claiming 230 lives while destroying 13 houses and two churches, was the reason Salzburg then began to employee its so-called “mountain cleaners”. Since that time, their task has been to remove loose rocks and boulders from the sides of the city mountains and thus protect the city from any future disasters.
Geology actually reveals distinctive differences between the Mönchsberg and Festungsberg mountain twins: The Mönchsberg, which is made up of conglomerate rock, actually doesn’t belong to the Alps, but rather to the Alpine Foothills. In contrast, the Festungsberg consists of Dachstein limestone and Haupt Dolomite, and belongs geologically to the Limestone Alps. The borderline between the Mönchsberg and the Festungsberg runs roughly beneath the Bürgermeisterloch gate in the so-called “Scharte”. Even more precisely, it is delineated by the historical Stiftsarm tunnel along the Almkanal.

Kapuzinerberg

The Kapuzinerberg rises on the right-hand bank of the Salzach and, together with the Mönchsberg and Festungsberg, encircles Salzburg city’s historical district. With its broad plateau, the Kapuzinerberg is also a popular recreation area, an excursion destination for hikers, outdoor sports fans and, of course, dog owners. Many Salzburg visitors like to pay a visit to the Capuchin Church, the chapels at the Stations of the Cross, the Mozart Monument as well as the Franziskischlössl. 
Thanks to the virtually intact nature and self-contained forest on the Kapuzinerberg, you are able to discover a wealth of plant and animal species. Growing on the cool north-facing rock faces are a number of alpine plants you might otherwise only discover at elevations beyond the 1600-meter mark. 
In 1948, a chamois buck from the surrounding mountains strayed onto the Kapuzinerberg. Taking pity on the lonely creature, a semi-domesticated female was brought in from Styria four years later. The two of them went on to establish a colony of chamois on the Kapuzinerberg, which has since grown to somewhere between 10 and 14 animals.
Forests and Trees in the City
Around 1100 hectares within Salzburg are actually forested, with 165 ha owned by the city itself. The forests are constantly maintained and managed in order to preserve this natural habitat. Woodland areas are also subject to stringent eco protections, whose goal is to guarantee the future existence of our manmade cultural landscape. The Mönchsberg, Kapuzinerberg, Hellbrunnerberg, Josefiau, Salzachsee-Saalachspitz and Königswäldchen are designated recreation areas, many portions of which are also nature sanctuaries. 
Outside of the city forests, some 35,000 trees grow along the pathways, roads and in the gardens of Salzburg City. 20,000 trees stand on public lands. The most common tree, incidentally, is the birch that makes up more than 13 percent of all trees in the city. 
Salzachsee Nature Reserve
At the point where the Saalach flows into the Salzach, we discover a nature reserve of exceptional beauty: riparian forests, meadows, streams, ponds and farmlands are home to an abundance of animal and plant species. A spaciously laid-out meadow for bathers surrounds the lake itself. The northern area of the Salzachsee is set aside for nature, allowed to develop undisturbed by human intrusion. The protection of natural resources, species diversity, the preservation and new development of biotopes are at the heart of sustainable landscape planning. The local recreation areas of Salzburg City are subject to the demanding provisions of nature- and landscape-preservation laws. 
Nature on the City’s Edge
The Untersberg towers high above the City of Mozart at 1900 meters above sea level. The summit of Salzburg’s most famous local peak can be hiked, though it will take you several hours, or you can simply ride to the top on the Untersberg gondola lift. Lying to the east of the city is the Gaisberg, featuring a scenic hiking loop, mountain bike trails and a launch site for paragliders. The towns and villages on the outskirts of Salzburg, including Anthering, Elixhausen, Elsbethen, Eugendorf, Grödig, Grossgmain, Hallwang und Wals-Siezenheim, offer an ideal combination of idyllic countryside and proximity to the city, along with a wide variety of accommodation and dining opportunities certain to appeal to Salzburg visitors. 
Further details: 

Tourismus Salzburg, Auerspergstrasse 6, 5020 Salzburg, Austria

Tel.: +43/662/889 87 - 0, #visitsalzburg, www.salzburg.info
presse@salzburg.info
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