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PRESS INFORMATION 

1920 – 2020: Centennial of the Salzburg Festival
The world-famous festival celebrates its birthday

In summer 2020, the Salzburg Festival will celebrate its 100th birthday. This festival of music and theater, which began in August 1920 with a performance of “Jedermann”, is now regarded as one of the most prestigious on the planet. What makes the Salzburg Festival so unique, is its combination of opera, theater and concerts, performed at the very highest level. 

International stars of the stage, art aficionados, as well as celebrities from politics, business and the arts, rub shoulders in Salzburg year after year, making their own personal contribution to the very special atmosphere in the city during festival season. This “temporary metamorphosis” is consistent with the motivation of the festival’s founding fathers, whose expressed wish was to turn “the whole city into a stage” and welcome visitors from around the world.

The Salzburg Festival – then and now

The birth of the Salzburg Festival – ideators and visionaries 
In 1917, Max Reinhardt wrote an extensive letter to the General Director of the Royal & Imperial Court Theatre in Vienna, in which he forcefully argued the need for a festival in Salzburg “as a first work for peace”. The idea of establishing a Salzburg Festival was subsequently embraced by numerous other artists. Max Reinhardt, Hugo von Hofmannsthal and Richard Strauss are generally held to be the core founding fathers of the Salzburg Festival.
On August 22, 1920, the call for “Jedermann” first echoed out on Cathedral Square, marking the official birth of the Salzburg Festival. Just one year later and the festival program comprised, not only “Jedermann” directed by Max Reinhardt with Alexander Moissi starring as “Jedermann”, but also a series of orchestral and chamber concerts, a serenade, a concert in the cathedral with works by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, as well as an evening of ballet. 

Mythos of the Festival – “Quality is our manifesto” 
The success of the Salzburg Festival is based on three pillars: firstly, its broad artistic spectrum with a unique constellation of opera, theater and concerts; then, the possibility of combining the Salzburg Festival with a full holiday spent in the city and the surrounding region, with its wonderful lakes and mountains. Finally, there is the extraordinary atmosphere that can only be conjured up by a festival hosted amid a UNESCO World Heritage-listed city such as Salzburg.

The Salzburg Festival’s exceptional performance venues 
In Hofstallgasse, a street located right at the foot of the rocky Mönchsberg, Salzburg’s primary festival halls – the Grosses Festspielhaus, Felsenreitschule and Haus für Mozart –stand essentially side-by-side. Each of them has its own iconic history and ambience. The Grosses Festspielhaus was opened in 1960 and seats roughly 2200 guests. The Felsenreitschule, with its distinctive arches hewn out of the quarry wall, has been incorporated into the Salzburg Festival since 1926. The so-called “Kleines Festspielhaus” was remodeled into the modern “Haus für Mozart” in time for Mozart Year 2006, now boasting extraordinary acoustics as well as excellent seating for 1600 people with unobstructed views of the stage. 

Yet another important address during the Salzburg Festival is Cathedral Square, where up to 14 performances of “Jedermann” stir up quite a furor. This play by Hugo von Hofmannsthal is very much a symbol of the festival and its long, rich tradition. The play of the death of the rich man was not explicitly written for Salzburg, yet it clearly appears to have found its “rightful place” here. The play is regarded as the most important production during the festival, the cast and production awaited with eager anticipation from one year to the next. 

Facts & Figures – The cosmos of the “Salzburg Festival” 
In 2020, the festival program will comprise 222 performances in 44 days at 15 different venues, including 42 operatic performances (of which five are new productions), 57 stage plays (including two premieres and three new productions), 91 concerts, as well as a children‘s program consisting of 32 performances. 242,373 tickets will be printed in total – with prices ranging between € 5 and € 445. The Salzburg Festival employs around 210 people year-round, while that number rises to over 4000 during summer festival season (incl. all performers). 

Thanks to ticket sales, sponsors and supporters, the Salzburg Festival is extraordinarily self-sufficient, covering over 75% of its own costs: a number quite unique globally. The festival is also one of the most valuable revenue resources for Salzburg province, bringing long-lasting benefits to Salzburg as an economic hub. 80 % of festival visitors are also regulars, having attended the festival at least six times. On average, every festival guest attends five performances. 41% of festival-goers come from Germany, 38% from Austria. Overall, guests arrive here from 85 countries, 47 of which are non-European. 

The Salzburg Festival Experience

· Program Highlights 2020
In honor of its 100th birthday, the Salzburg Festival will celebrate with 222 performances in 44 days at 15 different venues. The operatic highlights will include, in addition to Mozart’s “Don Giovanni” and “The Magic Flute”, Strauss’s “Electra” and Mussorgsky’s “Boris Godunov”, a number of successful productions from Mozart Week (“The Messiah”, 2020), the Easter Festival (“Tosca”, 2018 with Anna Netrebko in the role of Floria Tosca) and the Whitsun Festival (“Don Pasquale”, 2020 with Cecilia Bartoli in the lead role). For the first time, this program will span many of the top-quality musical events that make Salzburg a year-round festival destination. 
As for stage plays, “Jedermann” will once again be the focus of attention – including a big “Jedermann Day” on 22 August 2020, on which tribute will be paid to a piece whose first performance on 22 August 1920 marked the birth of the Salzburg Festival. There will also be an extraordinary “Jedermann” reading at the Felsenreitschule, a celebratory performance on Cathedral Square and even a banquet with a gigantic “Jedermann” table extending through the streets and plazas of the Festival District. 
The concert program comprises 91 events with a thematic focus on Ludwig van Beethoven, who would have celebrated his 250th birthday in 2020. Ouverture Spirituelle, which has taken its rightful place during the festival’s opening week since 2012, will be entitled “Pax” – Peace – in 2020, clear reference to the original intention of the festival’s founders to host a project for peace.

· State Exhibition 2020: “Great World Theatre – The Salzburg Festival Centenary at the Salzburg Museum
In the 1800 m2 State Exhibition at the Neue Residenz (25 April until 31 October 2020), the Salzburg Museum will be dedicated to this landmark anniversary. The exhibition itself is subdivided into four different areas. In addition to a chronology of the Festival, it will exhibit countless documents, stories and original items associated with productions from the past 100 years. In cooperation with artists as well as institutions such as the Vienna Philharmonic, Jewish Museum Vienna, ORF and the Salzburg Literary Archive, visitors to the exhibition are able to view the Salzburg Festival as seen from various perspectives.

· Exhibition “Music everywhere!” at DomQuartier Salzburg 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The state rooms of the Residenz as well as areas of the cathedral are significant venues in the history of spiritual and secular music. This exhibition (28 June 2020 until 7 March 2021) is a journey of discovery at original locations through 200 years of Salzburg musical history, making it crystal-clear why Salzburg has become the world’s festival mecca.  It serves essentially as a “prologue” to the history of the festival as portrayed at the provincial exhibition. 

· Schloss Leopoldskron – “Cradle of the Salzburg Festival” 
Idyllically situated Schloss Leopoldskron was built in the first half of the 18th century as the family seat of Archbishop Leopold Anton Firmian. It was here that Max Reinhardt, together with Hugo von Hofmannsthal and Richard Strauss, founded the Salzburg Festival back in 1920. Since 1947, Schloss Leopoldskron has been the home of the US educational institution “Salzburg Global Seminar”. In 1964, Hollywood used this romantic setting as a shooting location for the world-famous movie “The Sound of Music”. Today, this palace serves as a hotel and event venue, and only guests have access to its private grounds. As part of the “Zum Fest” event, the Salzburg Festival invites the general public to come to Schloss Leopoldskron and discover “The World of Yesterday” (6 – 9 August 2020), embarking on a very special journey back in time through this building’s significant past.

· Daily guided tours of the festival halls 
Around 12,000 interested visitors from around the world participate in these guided tours every year, taking a peek behind the scenes and treated to fascinating stories and anecdotes shared by the guides. Public tours of the festival halls are offered (in German and English) daily at 2 p.m. and last approximately 50 minutes. Tickets are available from the Festival Shop at the main festival hall, 15 minutes prior to the start of the tour. A valid Salzburg Card entitles the holder to one-time participation in the public guided tour. 

· “Festival to open the Festival”
Since the 1980s, the “Festival to open the Festival” has been one of the highlights at the beginning of festival season in Salzburg. On opening weekend of the festival (17 and 18 July 2020), the entire city will be transformed into a stage, with numerous freely accessible public events intended for the enjoyment of locals and visitors alike. These events take place outdoors, on the plazas of the historical district and in Mirabell Gardens, for example, as well as inside such venerable buildings as Salzburg Cathedral and the University Great Hall. In addition to the flair of the international cultural scene, befitting space is also given to the rich folk culture of Salzburg: The “Salzburg Torch Dance” involves the participation of around 100 couples from a wide range of folk-heritage groups, and has long since become one of the festival highlights: At 10:30 p.m., the couples form up around the Residenz Fountain and, accompanied by music performed by Salzburg City folk musicians, “draw” 13 different figures amid the darkness with the help of their brilliantly burning torches.

· “Siemens Fest>Spiel>Nächte” – unique cultural enjoyment beneath open skies 
The popular “Siemens Fest>Spiel>Nächte” has taken place on Kapitelplatz annually since 2002. idea is to make extraordinary art and culture accessible to a broader public. And successfully so: As many as 70,000 visitors attend these open-air events annually. The program begins at 6 p.m. daily with video presentations of concerts, operas and “Jedermann” performances from previous festival years, intermingled with the most current new productions. Since 2008, “Siemens Fest>Spiel>Nächte” has added a new weekend feature (Friday to Sunday beginning at 4 p.m.) for children: the “Siemens Kinder>Festival”. 

· What goes on away from the stage?
During festival season, all of Salzburg City is transformed into one giant stage: Coffeehouses extend their opening hours and the display windows of downtown shops are decorated with the very latest-and-greatest items. In parallel to the Salzburg Festival itself, numerous other events and art shows are held, while practically all of the museums and galleries in the city synchronize their summer exhibitions with the festival dates. 

Further Information: 
Tourismus Salzburg, Auerspergstraße 6, 5020 Salzburg, Austria, 
Tel.: +43/662/889 87 - 0, www.salzburg.info, #visitsalzburg
Press Contact: 
Martina C. Trummer, Tel.: +43/662/889 87 – 325, presse@salzburg.info  
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