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PRESS INFORMATION 

Chronology: family.film.legacy.

FAMILY

1880: April 4, Birth of Georg Ludwig Ritter von Trapp
1905: January 26, Maria Augusta Kutschera, whose mother is from the Ziller Valley/Tyrol, is born in Vienna
1911: Georg von Trapp marries Agathe Whitehead and moves to Pula
1914: The first family of Baron von Trapp moves to the Erlhof in Zell am See (now owned by the Porsche-Piech family). Four children are born here. Music is already being played in the house at that time.
1922: September 3, Death of Georg von Trapp's wife, Agathe, due to scarlet fever contracted from the children
1924: Maria becomes a postulant (a preliminary stage to becoming a novice) at the Benedictine Abbey of Nonnberg.
1926: Maria is hired by Georg von Trapp as a governess for his seven children: Rupert, Werner, Agathe, Johanna, Maria, Martina, and Hedwig.
1927: November 26, Maria and Georg von Trapp marry at the Abbey of Nonnberg
1929: Rosmarie von Trapp is born; followed by Eleonore in 1931
1934: Bankruptcy of the Lammer Bank due to the Great Depression; Georg von Trapp loses his entire fortune, which he had acquired from the sale of his two companies.
1936: Monsignor Franz Wasner and Maria found the Trapp Family Choir; tours follow.
1937: The family wins the first prize at the Salzburg Festival's folk song choir competition
1938: March 12, Hitler's troops invade Austria. The Baron receives a call-up to the German Navy's submarine fleet. April, The Trapps refuse an invitation to perform a concert in Munich in honor of Adolf Hitler's birthday. August, The family leaves Austria and tours through Europe. October 7: The Trapps travel to New York aboard the "SS American Farmer." December 10: Concert of the Trapp Family Singers at New York's Town Hall. The visas expire, and the family must return to Europe, starting a tour through Scandinavian countries.
1939: Hitler begins World War II. The Trapps' American manager can organize tickets, and the family, with newcomer Johannes, emigrates to the USA. The Trapps settle temporarily in Merion, Pennsylvania.
1942: The family acquires a farm in Stowe, Vermont, and names it "Cor Unum."
1945: Beginning of the "Trapp Music Camps"
1947: May 30, Baron Georg von Trapp dies in Boston. The family establishes the aid organization "Trapp Family – Austrian Relief." 150 tons of aid goods are sent to Austria.
1948: Maria publishes her book "The Trapp Family Singers," which serves as the literary basis for the musical and film adaptations.
1950: Maria receives a high papal honor for her charitable work; Performance at the Salzburg Festival
FILM


1956: The family's last concert in the USA after approximately 2,000 performances featuring 150 original songs arranged by Franz Wasner. Wolfgang Liebeneiner's film "The Trapp Family" with Ruth Leuwerik and Hans Holt becomes a major success. Maria is named "Catholic Mother of the Year" in the USA.

1958: "The Trapp Family in America" is the sequel to Liebeneiner's first film.
1959: November 16, The musical by Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II premieres on Broadway. 1,443 shows follow.
1964: March 26, Filming of "The Sound of Music" with Julie Andrews and Christopher Plummer begins
1965: Premiere of the film "The Sound of Music." The German version titled "Meine Lieder, meine Träume" flops in Germany and Austria and is withdrawn from distribution shortly after.
1967: The London production closes after 2,386 performances
1980: December 20, The old lodge burns down to its foundations.
1983: The new lodge opens and offers cross-country skiing as a winter sport for the first time
1987: March 28, Maria von Trapp dies in Morrisville, Vermont. Julie Andrews films "The Sound of Christmas" in Salzburg
1992: June 21, Choir director Franz Wasner dies in Salzburg

LEGACY

1998: Revival of "The Sound of Music" at the M. Beck Theatre on Broadway
2000: The Congress Center of the Lodge opens The seven "Trapp children" portrayed in the film by Julie Andrews and Christopher Plummer return to Salzburg after 35 years to film at the original locations of the once-famous film. The production is titled "After They Were Famous."
2004: May, The largest Asian tour of a Western musical in history begins with a US production, including China, Japan, Korea, and Singapore
2005: The musical is performed in German, making it interesting for the German-speaking audience as well. The film is released on German DVD. 18,000 spectators sing along to the singalong version at the "Hollywood Bowl" in Los Angeles September 8: “The von Trapp Children” Amanda, Melanie, Sofia, and Justin, children of Stefan G. (grandson of Georg von Trapp) and Annie E. von Trapp and representatives of the fourth Trapp generation, visit Salzburg during their world tour. “Liesl” Charmian Carr films a "Making of" in Salzburg.
2006: 8 million Britons watch the TV program “How Do You Solve a Problem Like Maria?” produced by the BBC (casting). The Andrew Lloyd Webber casting final was produced in Salzburg. November 15, Premiere of the Andrew Lloyd Webber-enhanced musical at the Palladium Theatre in London. Since its premiere, the show has run to sold-out houses with 2,283 seats. Tickets worth €25 million were sold in advance—a unique record in London.
2007: October 11, Werner von Trapp dies. From the first-generation family members, Agathe (born 1913), Maria (1914), Rosmarie (1929), and Eleonore (1931) as well as Johannes (1939) are still alive. Johannes leads the Trapp Family Lodge.
2008: The former residence of the family, Villa Trapp, is first opened to the public as a hotel and visitor attraction. The house and the 3.5-hectare park feature an extensive exhibition. July 25, Villa Trapp is officially opened with a celebratory event.
2010: November, The Blu-ray version of "The Sound of Music" with new bonus material is released and produced by 20th Century Fox.
2011: The Salzburg State Theater stages the musical in its hometown. 35 performances in the season 2011/2012 are sold out, the musical will become one of the most successful shows in the history of the theatre.
2014: Maria von Trapp dies at the age of 99 in Vermont.

2015: The 50th anniversary of "The Sound of Music" is celebrated with various special screenings and events. The film is re-released in theaters for its 50th anniversary, including special screenings and restorations.
2018: The Trapp Family Lodge celebrates its 75th anniversary with special events and programs marking the milestone.
2021: A new documentary about "The Sound of Music" family and the Trapp Family Lodge is released, offering deeper insights into the film's history and impact.
2025: Celebration of the 60 year anniversary with a special appearance at the Austria house at the EXPO in Osaka, Japan.
2026: Opening of the “Sound of Music-Museum” at the Palace Hellbrunn. 

Further details: 

Tourismus Salzburg, Auerspergstrasse 6, 5020 Salzburg, Austria

Tel.: +43/662/889 87 - 0, #visitsalzburg, www.salzburg.info
presse@salzburg.info
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