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PRESS INFORMATION 

Salzburg’s Secrets in Advent and Winter
The Magic of Alpine Traditions and Heavenly Sounds

Ten thousand red baubles transform Hellbrunn’s Lustgarten into a winter wonderland, while the bells of the Krampuses ring out through the medieval lanes surrounding the Cathedral. Advent and winter are the time of year when Salzburg, a UNESCO World Heritage city, takes on an air of mystery and shines even more festively. The events calendar promises atmospheric experiences for music lovers and Christmas-market visitors alike: the Salzburg Advent Singing celebrates its 80th anniversary, while the Hellbrunn Adventzauber “Advent Magic” marks its 25th year. In January 2027, the Mozart Week once again presents a stellar line-up and programme – the first major classical music event of the new year.

Winter in Salzburg means centuries-old traditions and classical concerts, romantic Christmas markets and museum visits, roasted almonds and chestnuts, as well as traditional tales handed down through generations. It is here that Joseph Mohr, the lyricist of “Silent Night, Holy Night” – the world’s most famous Christmas carol – was born and raised. During the darker months of the year, warmth, elegance and mysticism come together to create a unique blend.

The “Grande Dame” Celebrates Her Birthday: 80 Years of Salzburg Advent Singing
Founded in 1946 as a small Advent celebration, Salzburg Advent Singing has grown into one of the most popular events at the Great Festival Hall, attracting 32,000 visitors from 45 countries every year. It has also inspired numerous similar productions throughout the Alpine region. For its anniversary year, audiences can look forward to a staged oratorio entitled “The Great Mystery”. The production will also mark the final performance under artistic director Hans Köhl, who says: “With this anniversary production, the circle of my 27 years as artistic director comes full circle. This anniversary edition of Salzburg Advent Singing will reflect the essence of what has emerged as particularly valuable to me over all these years.”
The programme comprises 13 performances on the first three Advent weekends from 27 November 2026.
The Salzburg Heimatwerk is also celebrating the anniversary with the special exhibition “80 Years of Salzburg Advent Singing”. Presented in the historic gallery vaults of the Neue Residenz, the exhibition features a selection of photographs and exhibits from eight decades, offering insights both onto the stage and behind the scenes of Salzburg Advent Singing. The exhibition, presented in German and English, can be visited free of charge from 20 November 2026 to 6 January 2027 during Salzburg Heimatwerk’s opening hours.
https://www.salzburgeradventsingen.at/en/ | https://www.salzburgerheimatwerk.at/en/ 

25 Years of Hellbrunn Adventzauber and the Splendour of Salzburg’s Christmas Markets
Salzburg’s Christmas markets are renowned far beyond the region and are among the most popular attractions in the city of Mozart. The best-known is the traditional Salzburg Christkindlmarkt on Cathedral and Residenz squares, which this year runs from 19 November 2026 to 1 January 2027.
A firm fixture of the Christmas season for a quarter of a century, the Hellbrunn Adventzauber “Advent Magic” celebrates its 25th anniversary this year. Set against the magnificent backdrop of Hellbrunn Palace, the market enchants visitors from 19 November to 24 December 2026 with its atmospheric setting, culinary delights and traditional handicrafts.
A magical annual highlight is the fairytale forest of more than 700 conifer trees, decorated with 10,000 red baubles and strings of lights that illuminate the entire grounds after dark.
Other established favourites include the Christmas Market at Mirabellplatz, the Sternadvent with Winter Market between Getreidegasse and Griesgasse, and the atmospheric Advent Market at Hohensalzburg Fortress.
Two further venues offer pre-Christmas experiences in Salzburg: Winterzauber ”Winter Magic” at the Stieglkeller and the Winterwunderwald “Winter Wonderland Forest” at St. Peter Stiftskulinarium. High above the city, the Stiegl-Keller serves mulled wine and grilled sausages accompanied by magnificent panoramic views, while the Stiftskulinarium, nestled against the cliffs of the Mönchsberg, enchants visitors with lavish decorations and regional specialities.
Among the insider tips for smaller Christmas markets is the charitable Advent Market in St. Leonhard, at the foot of the Untersberg, held on all four Advent weekends.
Traditional Alpine customs are part of the experience at Salzburg’s Christmas markets. These include visits by St Nicholas and Krampus processions, tower and traditional brass ensembles, nativity-scene exhibitions, a Christmas post office, traditional parlour music and choral performances.
All Advent Markets at a Glance
https://www.salzburg.info/en/salzburg/advent

Winterfest Under the Big Top: The Magic of Cirque Nouveau
Over more than 25 years, Winterfest has evolved from a small idea into the largest festival for contemporary circus in the German-speaking world. Internationally renowned companies and stars of the circus scene have performed in Salzburg’s Volksgarten, including clown Dimitri and his family, Victoria Chaplin and Jean-Baptiste Thierrée with their Le Cirque Invisible, as well as the Tiger Lillies.
This year, Winterfest once again transforms the city into a magical world of quirky humour, breathtaking acrobatics and poetry from 25 November 2026 to 6 January 2027. The Japanese company Cirquework Yoah is confirmed to appear; the full programme and line-up of artists will be announced in October.
https://www.winterfest.at/en/

Musical Festivities and the Mystical Rauhnächte in Salzburg
The period around Christmas and New Year is traditionally known in the Alpine region as the Rauhnächte, or “rough nights”. Burning incense and herbs is still a tradition in many households, while according to legend the Percht – a figure from Alpine mythology – roams the region, particularly around the Untersberg. Catholic customs and pre-Christian rituals are celebrated side by side.
Music also plays an important role during this time of year. From 18 December 2026 to 14 January 2027, the Salzburg State Theatre presents the musical “The Sound of Music”, telling the true story of Salzburg’s von Trapp family.
At Salzburg Cathedral, a festive Christmas concert takes place on 26 December 2026. The Salzburg Cultural Association invites audiences to concerts and gala performances around New Year’s Eve. On 31 December and 1 January, the city’s squares host the popular “Old Town New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day” celebrations, featuring music, performances and more.
As the Rauhnächte draw to a close, the traditional Glöcklerlauf “Glöckler Procession” takes place on 5 January. The Schönperchten make their way through Salzburg’s Old Town in white robes and elaborately decorated paper caps, their bells ringing as they go.
https://www.salzburger-landestheater.at/en/ | https://www.salzburger-dom.at/ 
https://www.kulturvereinigung.com/en | https://salzburg-altstadt.at/en | www.jungalpenland.at

From Museum to Coffee House: The Perfect Winter’s Day with the Salzburg Card
Salzburg’s museum scene is as diverse as the interests of its visitors. Winter is the perfect time to explore an exhibition or gallery before heading to one of the city’s traditional coffee houses.
The Salzburg Christmas Museum houses a unique art-historical collection featuring exhibits spanning two centuries. From 6 December 2026, the DomQuartier Salzburg will present the special exhibition “The Rupert Cross. An Icon of Medieval Treasure Art”.
More than 1,500 years old, the Rupert Cross is a mysterious and archaic object that has recently undergone restoration. It is the largest surviving metal cross from the Early Middle Ages anywhere in the world.
The convenient Salzburg Card provides free admission to all of Salzburg’s museums. It also includes access to numerous attractions, public transport and additional discounts. The card is available online for 24, 48 or 72 hours.
www.salzburger-weihnachtsmuseum.at | https://www.domquartier.at/en/ | https://www.salzburg.info/en/hotels-offers/salzburg-card 

Mozart Week Around Mozart’s Birthday: An Exquisite Start to the Classical Year
Every year, it is the first major highlight in Salzburg’s events calendar: Mozart Week, founded in 1956 and now regarded as the world’s leading festival dedicated to Mozart and his music.
Mozart Week takes place from 21 to 31 January 2027, once again under the successful artistic direction of Rolando Villazón. At its heart is a new staged production of Mozart’s opera Così fan tutte. With this production, Villazón completes his Da Ponte trilogy following Le nozze di Figaro (2020) and Don Giovanni (2023). The librettos for all three operas were written by Lorenzo Da Ponte.
The 2027 Mozart Week programme is both distinguished and diverse, featuring concerts, artist talks, theatre performances – including appearances at the Salzburg Marionette Theatre – guided tours, film screenings and much more.
The line-up includes internationally acclaimed pianist Igor Levit, soprano Camilla Nylund, the Vienna Philharmonic, conductor Christian Thielemann, and Icelandic star pianist Víkingur Ólafsson, who will make his Mozart Week debut.
https://mozarteum.at/en/mozart-week#info 


Further information: 
Tourismus Salzburg, Auerspergstraße 6, 5020 Salzburg, Austria
Tel.: +43/662/889 87 - 0, Fax: +43/662/889 87 - 32, www.salzburg.info, #visitsalzburg
Press contact :
Yvonne Rosenstatter, Tel.: +43/662/889 87 – 304, presse@salzburg.info
                                                                                                                   Status: August 2026
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