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PRESS INFORMATION 

Salzburg 2027 – A Year of Spectacular Anniversaries and Cultural Highlights
Hohensalzburg Fortress Celebrates Its 950th Anniversary and Belvedere Salzburg Opens Its Doors

The year 2027 promises an outstanding programme of cultural highlights. Towering above the city, Hohensalzburg Fortress takes centre stage as it celebrates its 950th anniversary. Other institutions and events, including the Salzburg Easter Festival and the Rupertikirtag fair, are also marking major milestones. In addition, the much-loved Salzburg Museum will reopen following several years of renovation, while Vienna’s Belvedere Museum will establish its Salzburg presence in the Neue Residenz on Mozartplatz. For visitors, 2027 promises an exceptional variety of experiences and the very best of Salzburg’s cultural offerings.

950 Years of Hohensalzburg Fortress – The City’s Iconic Landmark Celebrates Its Anniversary
Perched high above Salzburg, Hohensalzburg Fortress defines the city’s distinctive skyline and brings together, in a truly unique way, the history of the former Prince-Archbishopric, the city itself and the wider region. In 2027, Salzburg’s iconic landmark, together with Hohenwerfen Fortress, will celebrate its 950th anniversary. Its history dates back to 1077, when Archbishop Gebhard began fortifying strategically important sites amid a period of political and religious conflict. Largely preserved to this day, the fortress is one of Europe’s most significant medieval castle and fortification complexes. Over several centuries, it evolved into the imposing and prestigious seat of power of Salzburg’s Prince-Archbishops. Today, Hohensalzburg Fortress is one of Austria’s most impressive visitor attractions. With more than 1.4 million visitors in 2025, it ranks second among the country’s most visited attractions, behind Schönbrunn Palace in Vienna. Highlights include the late Gothic stately rooms, featuring the Golden Hall and Golden Chamber, fascinating exhibitions offering insights into the region’s history, and spectacular panoramic views of the city and surrounding mountains. As part of Salzburg’s historic centre, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the fortress invites visitors in its anniversary year to discover 950 years of Salzburg’s history from fresh perspectives.
www.salzburg-burgen.at

60 Years of the Salzburg Easter Festival – A Tribute to Its Origins
For six decades, the Salzburg Easter Festival has ranked among the world’s most exclusive music festivals. Founded by Herbert von Karajan, its original vision was to make Salzburg the only place in the world where the Berlin Philharmonic would move from the concert platform into the orchestra pit to perform a fully staged opera. The festival opened on 19 March 1967 with Richard Wagner’s Die Walküre (The Valkyrie). Since 2026, the Salzburg Easter Festival and the Berlin Philharmonic have once again been reunited as the artistic partnership they were originally founded to be. The anniversary programme accordingly features the opera that marked the festival’s debut, a work widely regarded as one of the pinnacles of operatic history. In Die Walküre, directed by Kirill Serebrennikov, Lise Davidsen makes her international role debut as Brünnhilde, while Christopher Maltman takes the role of Wotan. Kirill Petrenko conducts Ludwig van Beethoven’s Missa solemnis. Other concerts feature distinguished artists including Martha Argerich, Emmanuelle Haïm and Lahav Shani.
For the first time in the festival’s history, George Frideric Handel’s oratorio Messiah will also be performed. Conductor Emmanuelle Haïm brings her own vocal and instrumental ensemble, Le Concert d’Astrée, to Salzburg, promising a distinctive chamber-music experience.
www.osterfestspiele.at

50 Years of the Rupertikirtag – A Traditional Cathedral Fair for the Whole Family
Around 696 AD, Saint Rupert arrived in Salzburg from Worms. He became the city’s first bishop and the first abbot of St Peter’s Abbey, which he founded. St Peter’s Archabbey is the oldest monastery in the German-speaking world and has maintained an unbroken tradition of monastic life for more than 1,300 years. Saint Rupert is the patron saint of Salzburg, and the traditional Rupertikirtag fair takes place every year in the heart of the Old Town around his feast day on 24 September. In 2027, this much-loved celebration of the cathedral’s dedication will mark its 50th anniversary. From 22 to 26 September 2027, Salzburg will celebrate in traditional style, with beer tents and live music, candyfloss and roasted almonds, the comic character Hanswurst and the Salzburg Civic Guard. What makes the Rupertikirtag so special is its deep affection for local customs and traditions. The fairground rides have a charmingly nostalgic character: parts of the traditional chain carousel date back to 1848, while attractions such as the Sturmsegler swing ride and the historic Ferris wheel have delighted generations of visitors. Traditional dress is very much part of the occasion, with visitors embracing the festive atmosphere in dirndls and lederhosen.
www.salzburger-altstadt.at

75 Years of Camerata Salzburg – Three-Quarters of a Century of Musical Joy
Founded in 1952 by Viennese conductor Bernhard Paumgartner as an ensemble of teachers and students from the Mozarteum University Salzburg, Camerata Salzburg is now regarded as one of the world’s oldest and most distinguished chamber orchestras. Through its own concert series in the Mozarteum’s Great Hall, as well as its role as a resident ensemble of the Salzburg Festival and Mozart Week, Camerata Salzburg has played a defining role in shaping the city’s musical identity over the decades. Its distinguished principal conductors have included Sándor Végh and Sir Roger Norrington. The 2026/27 anniversary season is guided by the motto “Listen more, hate less” and will culminate in a celebratory festival week from 4 to 12 June 2027. The programme includes the fifth season concert, exhibitions, culinary experiences, chamber music performances, talks and numerous other events, all offering fresh perspectives on the art of listening attentively and with an open mind.
www.camerata.at

The Neue Residenz Cultural Quarter – A New Salzburg Museum and the Opening of Belvedere Salzburg
Following a comprehensive renovation and expansion, the Neue Residenz will emerge in autumn 2027 as an exciting cultural destination in the heart of Salzburg’s UNESCO World Heritage-listed Old Town. Here, the Salzburg Museum and the Austrian Gallery Belvedere will collaborate in a unique model of cultural cooperation. Under one roof, two independent museums will bring together their respective collections, curatorial identities and research programmes. The Salzburg Museum will explore the “Myth of Salzburg” across two floors of its main building, alongside the exhibition “Salzburg – Unique”. Both exhibition areas have been enriched with fresh perspectives and contemporary viewpoints. The first special exhibition in the Kunsthalle, the museum’s art exhibition space, will be entitled “Welcome!” and will mark the reopening. The newly created Helene von Taussig Forum will provide a welcoming space for encounters and exchange, making it an ideal venue for events, discussions and public engagement. In the newly developed exhibition spaces in the southern courtyard, known as Belvedere Salzburg, the Austrian Gallery Belvedere will present outstanding works from its collections across approximately 1,500 square metres. Through changing exhibitions, the museum will create compelling connections between Salzburg and more than 800 years of art history. Visitors can look forward to an array of exceptional artistic discoveries and surprises.
www.salzburgmuseum.at

140th Birthday of Georg Trakl (1887–1914) – Celebrating Salzburg’s Enduring Poetic Legacy
“The Beautiful City”, “Music in Mirabell” and “At the Mönchsberg” are among the poems by Georg Trakl, the Salzburg-born lyric poet who would have celebrated his 140th birthday on 2 February 2027. Trakl died at the age of just 27 after being unable to bear the killing and suffering he witnessed at the front during the First World War. On 3 November 1914, he died of a cocaine overdose in Kraków. His poetry, distinguished by its richly symbolic imagery and extraordinary musical intensity, is considered among the masterpieces of European Modernism. Today, Trakl’s poems can still be discovered in numerous public spaces throughout Salzburg, including the Mirabell Gardens, Linzer Gasse, Hellbrunn and St Peter’s Cemetery. Nearby, the Georg Trakl Birthplace Museum at Waagplatz 1 invites visitors to explore the life and work of the poet. In September 2027, the programme will include a literary cycling tour entitled “On the Road with Georg Trakl” (Mit Georg Trakl unterwegs), among other events.
www.literaturhaus-salzburg.at | www.kulturvereinigung.com

150 Years of Konditorei Schatz – A Salzburg Institution with an Extra Touch of Sweetness
In 1877, Salzburg hosted its first major music festivals, the Staatsbrücke bridge was built, and Konditorei Schatz opened its doors in the Schatz-Durchhaus passageway. All three remain part of the city’s story to this day. For 150 years, this charming, almost doll’s-house-like café and confectionery has delighted customers with exquisite tortes, cakes and traditional Austrian strudels. Among its most popular specialities are its own Mozartkugeln, the delicate Kardinalschnitten (layered sponge and meringue slices filled with cream), the signature crescent-shaped Schatzkipferl pastries and the light, airy cream soufflé known as Obers-Soufflé. Konditorei Schatz is one of Salzburg’s traditional family-run and long-established businesses that have shaped the Old Town’s shopping experience for generations. Other members of this distinguished group include the venerable former Prince-Archiepiscopal Court Pharmacy and Austria’s oldest bookshop.
www.schatz-konditorei.at | www.salzburg.info/traditionsbetriebe



Further information: 
TSG Tourismus Salzburg GmbH, Auerspergstraße 6, 5020 Salzburg, Austria
Tel.: +43/662/889 87 - 0, Fax: +43/662/889 87 - 32, www.salzburg.info, #visitsalzburg


Press contact: 
Yvonne Rosenstatter, Tel.: +43/662/889 87 – 304, presse@salzburg.info 	status: October 2026
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