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PRESS INFORMATION 

Salzburg and “The Sound of Music”
For decades, “The Sound of Music” has been one of the main tourist magnets for Salzburg City. The better part of a billion people have seen the movie, with more than 300,000 “Sound of Music” fans making the pilgrimage to Salzburg every year in order to visit its shooting locations and important milestones in the life of the von Trapp family. Various shows and tours offer the perfect insight to all fans of the musical and movie.
The city of Salzburg and its unique landmarks associated with the von Trapp family became world famous as a result of “The Sound of Music”. Back in the early 1970s, the first movie buffs were already coming to the city in order to see with their own eyes the real-life locations for the Hollywood blockbuster starring Julie Andrews and Christopher Plummer. Several times a day, “The Sound of Music” bus tours carry their international guests from Salzburg’s downtown historical district out to the lake district and back again – with guests cheerfully singing along during the ride to their most beloved songs from the musical, such as “Edelweiss” and “My Favorite Things”. 

“The Sound of Music” – still an evergreen today
“The Sound of Music” is Hollywood’s most successful musical adaptation of all time. After its overwhelming success as a Broadway musical with a run of some 1500 performances, Hollywood filmed “The Sound of Music” in Salzburg and the surrounding countryside in 1964. With ten nominations for the Academy Award in 1965, the movie won five Oscars. It was actually the only Hollywood movie cleared to be shown in countries behind the “Iron Curtain” during the Cold War. One in three Japanese has seen the movie “The Sound of Music”; for three-quarters of guests from the USA it is their main motivation for visiting Salzburg beside Mozart’s heritage; its melodies have long since become classics of the international songwriting world. Between 70 and 80 percent of Salzburg visitors cite an “interest in culture and music” as the main focus of their stay. For 40 percent of them, “The Sound of Music” alone represents a major reason for their visit to Salzburg. 
Experiencing the musical “The Sound of Music” in Salzburg
The Salzburg Marionette Theatre, which dates back to 1913, has had “The Sound of Music” in its repertoire since 2007. In a performance that lasts about 90 minutes, the ten puppeteers allow over 100 marionettes to dance to the original music. The musical is performed in English with super-titles in German, English, French, Spanish and Japanese. www.marionetten.at 

“The Sound of Music” Tours
More than 300,000 fans annually visit Salzburg because of “The Sound of Music” and many of them book guided tours on coaches and minibuses to the film’s shooting locations. Interestingly, the first “The Sound of Music” tour was offered in 1967 by the very same rental car company that had provided transportation while the Hollywood movie was being filmed in 1964. Today, international visitors can enjoy the tour daily by three different coach operators in a wide range of languages. Most tours set out from Mirabellplatz Square, with highlights including Leopoldskron and Hellbrunn Palace as well as Lake Mondsee. www.panoramatours.com, www.bobstours.com, www.salzburg-sightseeingtours.at 
Singing & Cycling: Fräulein Maria’s bicycle tours   
“Sound of Music” fans have the opportunity to discover the film’s most popular shooting locations in Salzburg City by bicycle. Every morning at 9:30 from April through October, groups of cyclists set out on a tour that lasts about 3 ½ hours: through Mirabell Gardens to the Horse Pond, via St. Peter’s Cemetery to Nonnberg Abbey, Schloss Leopoldskron, the Frohnburg and along Hellbrunner Allee to Schloss Hellbrunn, before returning to downtown.
www.mariasbicycletours.com 
Hotel experiences revolving around the movie

The home of the Trapp family in the movie was made up of two different buildings, Schloss Leopoldskron being the palace with the pond in the back. Today, the Schloss is a hotel, allowing its guests the exclusive access to the original filming location and the rooms that inspired Hollywood. Fans, who cannot get enough, can watch the movie daily at 8pm in the lounge of the YOHO Salzburg youth hostel. www.villa-trapp.com,www.schloss-leopoldskron.com, www.dersalzburgerhof.at, www.yoho.at 
Further details: 

Tourismus Salzburg, Auerspergstrasse 6, 5020 Salzburg, Austria

Tel.: +43/662/889 87 - 0, #visitsalzburg, www.salzburg.info
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